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General reply
First of all, we thank both reviewers for thoroughly reading through the manuscript and
for all the helpful critique, ideas, and suggestions. We greatly appreciate the valuable
comments and the promptness of the feedback.
We acknowledge the view of the referees highlighting the long-term evolution aspect,
the general relevance, as well as the extensive and unique set of data and analysis.
They also came up with critical comments and major drawbacks, which mainly referred
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to the issue of losing the focus on the main message in the number of different analysis
and the overall length of the manuscript. We are thankful for these valuable comments
and think they will considerably improve the manuscript.
Here we reply to the major concerns raised by the reviewers and present our ideas
for revisions and amendments. The mainly encompass the removal of parts of the
analysis, a shortening and streamlining of the discussion, the removal of figures, parts
of figures, or figures being shifted to the supplements, and the combination of data
presented in figures.
The majority of the specific/minor comments refer to language or detailed content or
are specific examples of the major concerns. All these corrections will be addressed in
the revised manuscript.
We would greatly appreciate the view of the editor on the suggested revisions before
our submission of the revised manuscript.
For our reply to the major concerns please look at the supplement pdf.
Please also note the supplement to this comment:
https://www.the-cryosphere-discuss.net/tc-2018-292/tc-2018-292-AC1supplement.pdf
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